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T he First Franco-Americans: N ew England Life 
H istories from the Federal Writers P roject,
1938-1939, edited by C. Stewart Doty
Madeleine Giguere 180
COVER PHOTO: Franco-Americans like the Morin brothers, photographed 
in front of their Old Town fruit store in 1922, are an important force in the 
state’s cultural and economic history. Maine’s industries, agriculture, and, as 
the photograph illustrates, its commercial life benefited enormously from the 
great migration from Quebec to New England that began in the early nine­
teenth century. Franco-American life is the subject of two comprehensive 
bibliographical studies in this issue. The first, by Universite Laval’s French- 
American historian Yves Roby, was delivered at a 1983 conference sponsored 
by the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs at Trois Rivieres, Quebec, and 
describes the literature on Franco-Americans in New England. The second, 
by Professor Emeritus Alice R. Stewart of the University of Maine, discusses 
in similar fashion the literature on Franco-Americans in Maine. The cover 
photograph is from the collections of the Old Town Historical Museum.
